
 
TORRE SALINAS 
 
 

SITE 
The localities of Torre Salinas and Colostrai are situated in the Municipality of Muravera, in the south-eastern 

portion of Sardinia, in the territory known as Sarrabus that stretches over an alluvial plain crossed by springs 

and rivers – the most important being the Flumendosa – circled by the hills that mark the limits of a wetland 

system including the marshlands of Feraxi, Colostrai, San Giovanni and Salinas.  

The 69 km of coast, defining this territory to the east, include the beaches of Costa Rei, Torre Salinas, Feraxi 

and Capo Ferrato, an area equipped with a series OF hospitality and tourism structures. 

 

BACKGROUND 
Inhabited since very ancient times, Muravera grew and developed on the open plain, free from natural 

obstacles. It formed a part of the ‘Giudicato’ of Gallura from the end of the 13th century and subsequently 

came under the rule of the Pisans until 1324, year of the Aragonese invasion and the imposition of feudal 

rule.  

It subsequently passed to the Marquisate of Quirra until 1839, when the feudal system was abolished and 

the territory was divided into municipal holdings. In that period, Muravera became capital town of Sarrabus 

and formed part initially of the province of Lanusei and then of Cagliari. 

This area has always been the target of invasion from the sea: this led the population to migrate inland and 

to construct in the 17th century the defense and lookout towers of Torri delle Saline, Dieci Cavalli, Capo 

Ferrato and Cala Pira. 

 

NOTABLE FEATURES 
 

The Tower 
Torre Salinas extends in front of the Salinas marsh and is dominated by the tower of the same name that 

forms part of the historic coastal defense system. It has a square ground plan and is built on three floors, 

tapering towards the top. It was constructed some time round 1650 to defend the Colostrai saltpans, owned 

by the “Curatoria dell’Incontrada del Sarrabus”, and give advance warning to the population in the event of 

incursions from the sea by means of a visual signaling system between it and the towers of Dieci Cavalli and 

Capo Ferrato. It was refurbished in 2003. 

 

The beach of Torre Salinas  

The beach is 8.7 km long and the area behind it is marked by a belt of sand and an area of low dunes in part 

covered by brush and stunted tree growth, not all of native origin, which separates the beach from the vast 

wetland area of the San Giovanni lagoon. To the north, this area is marked off by the promontory of Porto 

Corallo. To the south the granite promontory of Torre Salinas creates visual rather than dynamic separation 

from the Colostrai beach. At the present time, the balance of the whole coastal system has been altered due 

to the impact of the artificial reservoirs, quarrying activity, and reclamation and flow control works on the 



Flumendosa river, which in the past made a significant contribution to the natural renewal of the beach. At 

the present time the shoreline is withdrawing, albeit at a slow rate.  

 

The beach of Colostrai  
This beach, almost 2 km long is bordered by the marsh of the same name and its salt pans and is 

surrounded by Mediterranean brush growth and protected by the dunes. The beach is marked by the 

extremely varied nature of its sediments and its sand has a characteristic grey color due to the extensive 

presence of metamorphic rock fragments. The area behind the beach of the Colostrai coastal system is 

marked by the presence of extensive dune fields in the main stabilized by reforestation schemes based on 

pine plantings inserted in the context of interesting stands of juniper and lentisk. In the area behind the 

dunes we find the Colostrai lagoon, utilized for production activities, with large openings towards the sea 

protected by artificial piers. The presence of constructions and buildings, together with the excessive 

summer inflow of tourists, affects the dynamics of the sand and stabilized dune areas which are showing 

clear signs of degradation. At the present time, the beach appears to be suffering from erosion, probably 

resulting from the deepening of the terminal stretch of the Picocca river plus the effect of the missing 

sediment contributions from the Flumendosa. 

 

The Colostrai and Feraxi wetlands 
The Colostrai and Feraxi wetlands are linked to the flow dynamics of the Rio Picocca and Rio Corr’e Pruna. 

In their past natural status these two rivers generated extensive marsh and lagoon areas and gave rise to 

continuous morphological modifications in the estuarine region. In the late 1940s,  they were deviated to the 

north to permit reclamation of the area of Corr’e Pruna, thus causing permanent flooding of the depression 

behind the Colostrai beach. Subsequently, due to ongoing sand buildup and to enable exploitation of the 

marsh’s fish resources, it became necessary to create permanent openings to the sea. The Colostrai marsh 

is privately owned – under a concession granted to the ‘Pescatori San Giovanni’ fishermen’s cooperative – 

and covers a total area of some 110 ha, of which only 80% is utilizable. The marsh is separated from the sea 

by a belt of sand which hosts a number of tourist settlements, whereas the flat surrounding territory is in 

large part cultivated. 

 

CONTEXT 
Muravera, with its outlying districts of Capo Ferrato, Costa Rei, Feraxi and Colostrai, numbers 4650 

inhabitants, spread over a territory of about 95 km2. The town, which has become the commercial hub of the 

Sarrabus area, is famed as being one of the most important fruit and vegetable production centers in 

Sardinia, as well as an area of thriving tourism and beach holiday developments. 

The territory is part of the coastal wetlands of the Flumendosa mouth, a transition complex between the 

fluvial-alluvial land of the Flumendosa river coastal plain and the beach system of San Giovanni-Colostrai-

Feraxi. 

The whole area is noted for its beaches which extend from the south starting with the village of Costa Rei 

and stretch to the north as far as the mouth of the Flumendosa, which marks the beginning of Villaputzu, a 

municipality that together with San Vito and Castiadas, borders the territory of Muravera. About 9 km from 

the town is the forest of Baccu Arrodas, a dense growth of Mediterranean brush with picnic areas, and where 



the old silver and antimony mine of the same name can also be visited. There are also several 

archaeological sites: the monumental complex in the zone of “Nuraghe Scalas” and the megalithic complex 

of “Piscina Rei”, with 22 menhirs aligned to follow the path of the stars and some still upright indicating the 

main astronomic events and the position of the solstices, bearing witness to human presence from remote 

times. 

For a long while cut off from the most important routes, today this area is crossed by State Road 125, known 

as the “Orientale Sarda”, which links Muravera to Cagliari and to north-eastern Sardinia. 

 

 

 



 

THEME 
 

The ancient salt works have given their name to the tower constructed on a small promontory and also to a 

heterogeneous coastal settlement where a camp site and a tourist village are the only tourist 

accommodations.  

Possible themes for reflection could focus on access systems and accommodation and service structures 

associated with the beach – including a project for light, temporary infrastructure – the development of an 

innovative concept of ‘camp site’, seen not so much as low-cost tourism but as an ‘out-of-the-ordinary’ 

opportunity for enjoying a new type of environmental tourism in close contact with the natural system of the 

marshes, and the rehabilitation and conversion into accommodation facilities of already existing buildings. As 

regards the latter point, interest could center on the sea holiday complex of the Curia and other 

accommodation facilities either abandoned, under-utilized or needing refurbishment, and on the scattered 

farmhouses, so as to offer accommodation also in the surrounding agricultural context, respecting the 

pattern of reclamation works and always in full respect of environmental processes. Another theme which 

could well be blended with that of tourism and accommodation is that linked to the recovery and 

enhancement of salt production, at one time a keystone of the local economy, which could be re-valued as a 

niche product.  

Proposals should refer to the goals, guidelines and criteria of the RLP. The present suggestions provided are 

in no way binding to competitors who are free to supplement and integrate them with other  considerations 

deriving from the study of the village and its relations with the surrounding context.



 



 

 

 


